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Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Keith-Agaran, and members of the Committee: 
 
The State Public Charter School Commission (“Commission”) appreciates the opportunity to 
submit this testimony in SUPPORT of HB 2508 HD1 SD1, which would provide funding to 
charter schools for infrastructure costs, the rental or lease of charter school facilities, and the 
repair and maintenance of network infrastructure.  
 
Facilities costs for charter schools is one of the greatest unaddressed challenges for Hawaii’s 
chartering system.  Facilities funding has been and continues to be a long-standing issue for 
charter schools. 
 
In school year 2016-2017, charter schools expended approximately $10.4 million for rent/lease 
payments, repair and maintenance, and utilities payments.  The Commission determined this 
figure based on information provided from the annual audits that all charter schools are 
required to complete, pursuant to Section 302D-32, Hawaii Revised Statutes. 
 
The needs of each individual charter school vary greatly as shown by a range of facility-related 
expenses, which start at about $41,000 to a high of $1.3 million.  The reasons for this wide 
disparity can be attributed to the wide range of facilities that charter schools operate in, which 
include former Department of Education schools, unused state facilities, private buildings, and 
new campuses built from scratch. 
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Any support provided by this committee and the Legislature would go far in addressing the 
challenge that charter schools have faced in regards to facilities funding.   
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide this testimony. 



 
 
 
DAVID Y. IGE                         LAUREL A. JOHNSTON 
 GOVERNOR                                   DIRECTOR 
 
                              KEN N. KITAMURA 
                             DEPUTY DIRECTOR 
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RELATING TO CHARTER SCHOOLS 

 House Bill (H.B.) No. 2508, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, amends Section 302D-29.5, HRS, to 

include funding for the rental or lease of facilities for charter schools that the Legislature 

shall consider when making an appropriation and bond authorization to the State Public 

Charter School Commission.  The measure provides that the appropriation and bond 

authorization be separate from, and in addition to, any appropriation made to charter 

schools pursuant to Section 302D-28, HRS.  H.B. No. 2508, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, also makes 

an unspecified general fund appropriation for FYs 18-19 to be expended by the State 

Public Charter School Commission, to allocate to charter schools for infrastructure 

costs, lease or rent assistance, and repair and maintenance of network infrastructure. 

 The Department of Budget and Finance offers the following technical comments 

on this measure with respect to general obligation (G.O.) bond appropriations for 

charter schools.  Federal tax law requires that tax-exempt G.O. bond proceeds be used 

only to finance capital improvement projects that serve public purposes.  Consequently, 

charter schools would need to ensure no private activity use of general bond funded 

facilities.  Additionally, capital improvements are generally intended for long-term use 

and are relatively permanent in nature. 

 Thank you for your consideration of our comments. 
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The Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) Beneficiary Advocacy and Empowerment 
Committee will recommend that the Board of Trustees SUPPORT HB2508 HD1 SD1, which 
would provide funding to the State Public Charter School Commission for charter schools’ 
infrastructure costs, rental or lease of facilities, and repair and maintenance of network 
infrastructure.  This bill would help alleviate the unique financial burdens borne by start-up 
public charter schools in meeting their basic facilities needs.  
 
 Addressing public charter schools’ facilities needs has been a critical and longstanding 
issue in the charter school community.  Currently, start-up charter schools must pay for their 
substantial facilities costs using their already-stretched operational funds.  This is a cost that is 
not borne by conversion charter schools, or schools under the Hawaiʻi Department of 
Education.   
 
 Significantly, the State Board of Education (BOE) has recognized the importance of our 
public charter schools, as an integral component of our public education strategy.  On 
December 6, 2016, the BOE approved an updated State Education Strategic Plan for 2017-
2020, which describes “the shared objectives for equity and excellence for every child across 
Hawaiʻi’s nearly 300 public schools, including our public charter schools and Hawaiian 
language medium schools”; the Plan includes the objective that “Hawaiʻi public schools will 
foster innovation and the expansion of existing public school ‘Bright Spots,’ which includes 
learning from charter schools that were established as innovation labs” (emphasis added).     
 
 Hawaiʻi’s public charter schools are indeed deserving of equity, and have already 
demonstrated their potential for innovation and excellence notwithstanding their unique 
financial challenges.  Most recently, public charter schools have achieved high rankings in the 
latest Strive HI SY 2016-2017 performance scores, with certain public charter schools even 
dominating in certain indicators; lessons learned in such high-performing charter schools can 
benefit students and schools throughout our public education system.  To fully realize the 
potential for innovation in charter schools that may in turn foster greater student success in 
our public school system as a whole, it is critical that public charter schools receive 
adequate appropriations for facilities funding.  HB2508 HD1 SD1 will help bring equity to 
charter schools and address the longstanding problem of financing charter schools’ facilities.   
 

Therefore, OHA urges the Committee to PASS HB2508 HD1 SD1.  Mahalo nui for the 
opportunity to testify on this important measure.  
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TESTIMONY BEFORE THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON  
WAYS AND MEANS 

 
 
RE: HB 2508, HD 1, SD 1 - RELATING TO CHARTER SCHOOLS 
 
FRIDAY, APRIL 6, 2018 
 
COREY ROSENLEE, PRESIDENT 
HAWAII STATE TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 
 
 
Chair Dela Cruz and Members of the Committee:  
 
The Hawaii State Teachers Association strongly supports HB 2508, HD 1, SD 1, 
relating to charter schools. 
 
Facilities funding is a long-standing issue for charter schools. In Hawai’i, start-up 
charter schools have paid the costs of their facilities from operational funds. In 
2013, however, lawmakers authorized the Hawai’i State Public Charter School 
Commission to request facilities funding as part of its annual budget request Later, 
in 2015, legislators called for a working group to establish a framework for 
providing facilities funding and support for public charter school facilities with 
adequate prioritization, oversight, and accountability. 
 
Today, amounts received by charter schools fail to keep pace with the cost of 
providing and quality instruction and maintaining adequate facilities. Charter 
schools receive $7,323 per-pupil, most of which is disbursed toward operational 
expenses, often leaving charters to rely on private donations to fund facilities and 
rent. Charter schools’ per-pupil operating funds cover items like salaries, collective 
bargaining costs, curricula, school supplies, equipment, and utilities, but do not 
encompass the facilities and maintenance costs that comprise approximately 10 
percent of charter school budgets, according the Hawai’i Public Charter Schools 
Network.  
 
Poorly funded charter schools are sometimes forced to hold classes in unstable 
temporary structures to the detriment of their students’ learning and safety. 



Accordingly, we urge the committee to approve additional state funds for the repair, 
maintenance, acquisition, and rental of charter school facilities. We also encourage 
your committee to consider ways of improving charter school facilities funding over 
the long-term, rather than through one-year legislative add-ons, to ensure that our 
state’s charter school students have the opportunity to receive instruction in 21st 
Century facilities that prepare them for today’s cutting-edge workplace.  
 
To provide charter schools with the funds they need for their students to succeed, 
the Hawaii State Teachers Association asks your committee to support this bill. 
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April 6, 2018 
 
To: Honorable Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chair 
 Honorable Gilbert S.C. Keith-Agaran, Vice Chair 

Senate Committee on Ways and Means 
 
From: Jeannine Souki, Executive Director 
 Hawaii Public Charter Schools Network 
 
Re: HB 2508 HD1 SD1 – RELATING TO CHARTER SCHOOLS – SUPORT 

Conference Room 211 – Hawaii State Capitol – April 6, 2018, 11 A.M. 
 

On behalf of the Hawaii Public Charter School Network (HPCSN), I respectfully submit our 
testimony in strong support for HB 2508 HD1 SD1, Relating to Charter Schools.  Passing this 
bill represents a significant step to provide funding equity for all public school students and 
helps to leverage federal grants available to states with charter schools programs.   

Public charter schools are serving 11,160 students in Hawaii in 2018.  Schools in non-DOE 
facilities do not have adequate resources to cover facilities costs, which on average take a 10 
percent of the non-facilities per pupil funding ($7383/student in SY17-18).  Some schools 
stretch up to 25 percent of instructional dollars toward its facility’s needs.  This means that 
limited funds must also go further to pay for salary increases and bonuses required by the 
state, curriculum and programs, equipment and supplies, utilities, any school meal or 
transportation costs provided, and a mountain of other expenses required to run a school.  
 
Research shows a significant relationship between the condition of school facilities and 
student performance.  In Hawai‘i there is a great variance in the condition of facilities from 
school to school. But some charter schools now are still lacking even the most basic needs 
like classrooms with walls, flooring, windows and doors; plumbed bathroom facilities; 
school kitchens and cafeterias; and other weather-proofed spaces we would typically see in 
a public school.  
 
HB2508 helps cover basic needs of students 

• Adequate facilities are a basic student need and educational need to shelter kids from 
the elements of wind, rain or direct sun exposure and provide a comfortable and safe 
learning environment.   

• The state recognizes the distinct needs of separately funding educational programs 
and the facilities and maintenance needs of DOE schools.  Thus, providing separate 
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facilities funding for charter schools will ultimately add back resources intended for 
student educational programs.   

• HB2508 provides equity not equality to charter schools. With a $10 million 
requested appropriation based on audited facilities expenditures by charter schools, 
this bill is not seeking a per pupil facility distribution request equal to traditional 
public schools (currently $1700/student in SY2014-15, if applied to charter schools 
equally this would be double the requested amount). Instead this bill provides 
equitable funding to offset current school expenditures on their facilities costs. 

• The State Charter School Commission requires annual independent audits for all 
charters which reflect the true expenditures on facilities, technology infrastructure, 
repair and maintenance costs.  The Commission may establish a grant program that 
utilizes a proportional distributional formula based on audited financial reports of 
actual spending for any charter school per pupil facilities funds that are 
appropriated. Grant awards to qualifying schools may be based on demonstrated 
facility needs.  California has a similar model for distributing facilities funds that is 
supplemented by a federal charter support grant. 

• In the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), Congress affirmed the importance of the 
Charter Schools Program (CSP). This year Congress approved a budget for FY18-19 
that includes significant funding increases, $400 million up from $342 million in the 
previous year. For FY 19-20 CSP funding is up to $500 million.  CSP funds are critical 
to support launching new schools, replicating and expanding successful charter 
schools, and offer important resources to help charter schools access facilities.  

• Finally, providing per pupil facilities funding is critical for the state to be eligible for 
federal funds that help charter schools. ESSA reserves 12.5 percent of funds for the 
financing of charter school facilities because the acquisition and financing of these 
schools continues to be a challenge. Federal funds help leverage state and private 
investments and remain vital to continued charter public school growth. 

 
HPCSN believes every student is deserving of safe and appropriate school facilities including 
those who chose to enroll in public charters.    
 
HPCSN strongly supports this bill to appropriate funds for infrastructure costs, the rental or 
lease of charter school facilities and the repair and maintenance of network infrastructure 
of charter schools because it can help raise the state’s competitiveness to access federal CSP 
grants for charter schools.  We humbly urge your support for the passage of this bill.  
 
HPCSN works to improve the operation and governance of public charter schools in Hawai‘i 
and to be a voice for children and families that seek educational choices and quality in an 
independent public-school setting. Mahalo for your consideration. 
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Comments:  

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Keith-Agaran, and Members of the Ways and Means 
Committee, 

  

Mahalo for hearing this bill.  I write as a public school teacher, charter school founder, 
and community member committed to ensuring equitable funding for our islands' 
charters. 

The charter I helped found, and that was approved in July 2017 by the State, 
could not open this year due to lack of facilities and facilities funding.  100 new 
public school seats focused on leadership development for haumÄ•na of the 'Ewa 
Moku could not come online because we did not have a facility or funding to support 
launching our school. 

This bill is one step towards increasing innovative educational options for our public 
schools families and keiki.  Your leadership is appreciated.  Your belief in our growing, 
charter segment is appreciated.  Thank you for unleashing the potential of our 
charters through approving this bill. 

  

Mahalo nui, 

Alex Teece 

Founding School Leaders 

DreamHouse 'Ewa Beach 
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TESTIMONY FOR HOUSE BILL 2508, HOUSE DRAFT 1, SENATE DRAFT 1, 

RELATING TO CHARTER SCHOOLS 
 

Senate Committee on Ways and Means 
Hon. Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chair 

Hon. Gilbert S.C. Keith-Agaran, Vice Chair 
 

Friday, April 6, 2018, 11:00 AM 
State Capitol, Conference Room 211 

 
Honorable Chair Dela Cruz and committee members: 
 
 I am Kris Coffield, representing IMUAlliance, a nonpartisan political advocacy 
organization that currently boasts over 400 members. On behalf of our members, we offer this 
testimony in support of House Bill 2508, HD 1, SD 1, relating to charter schools. 

 Public charter schools serve as sources of scholastic innovation. While many charter 
schools operate in urban areas, others meet the academic needs of remote areas lacking 
comprehensive public school facilities and programming. Additionally, many charter schools 
provide immersive instruction in Native Hawaiian culture and language.  
 

Yet, charter schools receive inadequate funding to support student learning. While 
traditional DOE schools receive $12,855 per-pupil each year, charter schools receive $7,323 per-
pupil, out of which must be paid operational costs including curricula, salaries, and school 
supplies, leaving little for facilities, maintenance, and rent. Although the Hawai’i State Public 
Charter School Commission may request facilities funding as part of its annual budget request, 
amounts received in recent fiscal years have not satisfied the rising cost of providing and 
maintaining quality facilities. In turn, charter schools that lack adequate building space are forced 
to conduct class outdoors, on covered lanais, or in unsafe provisional structures.  
 

To compensate for insufficient facilities funding, charter schools often seek revenue from 
nongovernmental, nonprofit, and corporate entities. While all charter schools in Hawai’i are 
required to operate as public schools, forcing charter schools to rely on nongovernmental funding 
sources increases private involvement in charter school programming, which undermines public 
accountability of the state’s charter school network. Furthermore, reliance on private funding by 
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public charter schools could generate efforts to establish private charter schools and private charter 
school authorizers in Hawai’i, which would transfer control of public education to private entities 
and erode available resources for traditional public schools. To maintain the public status of charter 
schools, then, lawmakers should appropriate additional public funds to allocated by the HSPCSC 
based on need and financial performance. 

 
Mahalo for the opportunity to testify in support of this bill. 

 
Sincerely, 
Kris Coffield 
Executive Director 
IMUAlliance 
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Comments:  

To the Honorable Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chair; the Honorable Gilbert S. C. Keith-
Agaran, Vice-Chair, and Members of the Committee on Ways and Means: 

            Good morning. My name is Melodie Aduja. I serve as Chair of the Oahu County 
Committee ("OCC") on Legislative Priorities of the Democratic Party of Hawaii. Thank 
you for the opportunity to provide written testimony on HB2508 HD1 SD1 relating to 
Charter Schools; Facilities Funding; Infrastructure; and an appropriation.  

             The OCC on Legislative Priorities is in favor of HB2508 HD1 SD1 and supports 
its passage. 

             HB2508 HD1 SD1 is in alignment with the Platform of the Democratic Party of 
Hawai’i (“DPH”), as it allows funding for rental or lease of facilities under legislative 
appropriations and bond authorizations to the state public charter school commission for 
the design, planning, construction, repair, and maintenance of public charter school 
improvements; amd appropriates general funds for infrastructure costs, rental or lease 
assistance, and the repair and maintenance of network infrastructure for charter 
schools, effective 7/1/2025. 

            Specifically, the DPH Platform states, "[w]e believe that the future of our state as 
well as our country depends upon an educated and knowledgeable citizenry. We 
support the prioritization of our resources toward providing quality public education and 
library services to every student, regardless of learning capacity or ability to pay, in an 
environment conducive to the learning process. These resources shall be made 
available at every level, from pre-school through higher education, including life-long 
learning. Educational facilities must be maintained, renovated and built to 21st century 
innovations so that our students learn in well-designed, safe environments.  

            Education shall be respected as a valuable resource and those pursuing a 
profession in education shall be compensated with a competitive wage based on 
national standards while taking into consideration the state's cost of living. We support 



hiring the most qualified individuals to be teachers and administrators for our 
educational system. We also support and value the universities and colleges that 
prepare educators and provide advanced degrees.  

             We believe a major role of education is to develop critical and creative thinkers 
who are knowledgeable about issues and able to evaluate and solve real-world 
problems. The curriculum also should emphasize cultural learning, the arts, career and 
trade skills, and physical education so that we may preserve our health and rich cultural 
history. A variety of learning strategies should be used, including group projects, 
cooperative learning, discussion, games and technological innovations. We view 
standardized tests as just one way of evaluating learning and support multiple 
measures, including performance assessments such as portfolios and observations. 
(Platform of DPH, P. 6, Lines 296-316 (2016)). 

             Given that HB2508 HD1 SD1 allows funding for rental or lease of facilities 
under legislative appropriations and bond authorizations to the state public charter 
school commission for the design, planning, construction, repair, and maintenance of 
public charter school improvements; amd appropriates general funds for infrastructure 
costs, rental or lease assistance, and the repair and maintenance of network 
infrastructure for charter schools, effective 7/1/2025, it is the position of the OCC on 
Legislative Priorities to support this measure. 

              Thank you very much for your kind consideration. 

               Sincerely yours, 

               /s/ Melodie Aduja 

               Melodie Aduja, Chair, OCC on Legislative Priorities 

               Email: legislativepriorities@gmail.com, Text/Tel: (808) 258-8889 

 



 

 

 
April 6, 2018 
  
Committee on Ways and Means 
Senator Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chair 
Senator Gilbert S.C. Keith-Agaran, Vice Chair 
 
State Capitol 
415 South Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
  
Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Keith-Agaran and Members of the Committee, 
  
HawaiiKidsCAN supports HB 2508 HD1 SD1, which appropriates funds for 
infrastructure costs, the rental or lease of charter school facilities, and the repair and 
maintenance of network infrastructure of charter schools. 
  
Founded in 2017, HawaiiKidsCAN is a nonprofit organization committed to ensuring 
that Hawaii has an excellent and equitable education system that reflects the true voices 
of our communities and, in turn, has a transformational impact on our children and our 
state. HawaiiKidsCAN is a branch of 50CAN: The 50-State Campaign for Achievement 
Now. 
 
HawaiiKidsCAN is supporting HB 2508 HD1 SD1 because Hawaii charter schools are 
making a transformational difference for students, providing diverse learning 
opportunities across our state. Hawaii is fortunate that our public charter schools are 
true partners in the effort to ensure every child has the opportunity to access the 
learning environment that works best for them. Our local public charter schools provide 
many different models for learning, including: project-based learning, arts integration, 
Hawaiian culture, Hawaiian language immersion, voyaging, a focus on sustainability and 
the environment, and blended in-person and online learning, to name just a few. 
 
Unfortunately, many of these public schools are on unequal footing when it comes to 
basic facilities support, making it much more difficult for educators to focus on 
providing the best possible education for students. Even successful school leaders have 
described facilities costs as “crippling,” and many schools have reported spending 
significant portions of their budget on facilities - funds that could be going directly to 
enhancing student learning. While traditional Department of Education public schools 
receive more than $12,500 per student and do not have to pay for facilities or utilities, 
charter schools get by with just over $7,000 per pupil while paying for facilities, utilities 
and repairs in one of the most expensive real estate markets in the nation. 
 
Here are a few anecdotes shared by school leaders around our state: 
 
“Since we did not receive facilities and transportation support from the state, we had to 
postpone opening our school for a year. We also could not find a facility in our target 
area, so we had to change the area for our school and our enrollment has dropped. 



 

Families who were interested feel burdened by the need for transportation, and the 
distance of the school from where they live. Although we were lucky to find a building 
for our school, it is an old site that needs many renovations. We have to renovate by the 
time we start in August 2018.” – Kauai 
 
“Our school is held at a functioning church. Classrooms are set up each Monday, and 
put away on Fridays. This set-up and break-down time cuts into class instruction. The 
lunch area is under a tent, and the kinder area has an outside play area and classroom 
under a tent. We have a small faculty area, computer storage room, and meeting room 
all in one tiny area.” – Oahu 
 
“Our school faces challenges from non-permanent structures serving as classrooms 
and bathrooms. Specialized classes such as the culinary class have to store equipment 
in a container, with this equipment set up and taken down each day. With classes 
under tents, students and faculty are exposed to the elements. Flooding is a real issue.” 
– Hawaii Island 
 
We all want to see kids in our public schools succeed, so we should ensure that all of 
these schools are equipped with the fundamental resources they need to provide an 
excellent education. 

 
Mahalo, 
  
David Miyashiro 
Founding Executive Director 
HawaiiKidsCAN 
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Comments:  

Please support this long overdue bill for support for Charter Schools. The research is 
clear that there is a direct link between academic success and quality of facilities. Let us 
ensure that all public school children are cared for and their basic needs are met! 

Mahalo for your consideration and support! 

Susie Osborne on behalf of KOKL Governing Board, staff and families of our school. 
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Steve Hirakami Testifying for HAASPCS Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Chair Delacruz and committee members, 

The charter school community respectfully asks that you pass this bill to support our 
children in charter schools. Research demonstrates that adequate facilities, air 
circulation, lighting, and other environmental factors have a direct correlation to 
improved student learning. Charters have to take educational funds from our students to 
support their facility, food, and transportation needs. Facilities is the largest cost of the 
three, so it would be great to at least support their basic need of having a roof over their 
heads, adequate lighting and ventilation, and proper infrastructure like internet service 
and technology to support their learning. This funding would increase the quality of our 
children's educational experience. Thank you ahead of time for supporting our public 
school children in charter schools. 

Aloha, Steve Hirakami, School Director 
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Hearing 

Charlene Mersburgh Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I am in support of HB2508 that increases much needed facilities funding for charter 
schools. As a parent of a student at Hawaii Technology Academy, I see first hand how 
added facilities funding would help. Thank you for your support. 
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Comments:  
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John Nix Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha All, 

Please oppose this bill. And instead, fully fund our public education so it rises to the 
level of properly serving all involved, including students, teachers, administrators, 
parents and our communities. 

This organization is a partisan group with strong ties to national political agendas of 
weakening public schools.  

Please do not fund religious organizations and their sneek atacks on FACTS, history 
and the rule of law. 

Their only interested in education is to influence our children to become their followers, 
not free thinking individuals. 

Mahalo, 

John Nix, Kihei, 

 



Maria Kottwitz 
15-2774 Ahi St. 
Pahoa HI, 96778 
kottwitznhawaii@yahoo.com 
(808) 965-6597 
 
 
April 4, 2018 
 
Testimony: In Support of HB2508 HD1 SD1 
 
RELATING TO CHARTER SCHOOLS 
FACILITY  FUNDING 
 
To whom have wisdom and power to touch the future of Hawaii, 
 
 

I have been a Hawaii Academy of Arts and Science parent for six years. Three of my 
daughters have graduated and moved on to a college education from HAAS and one still 
presently attends. My children benefit from a richly dynamic education at HAAS. Over the years 
I seen the school struggle to stay financially afloat due to underfunding. Administration has to 
make challenging decisions pertaining to the academic needs vs. the health and safety. Health 
and safety take precedence leaving what is left to attend the academic needs.This leaves very 
little finances for any kind of academic growth.  There has been times if the school was unsure if 
it could afford to keep its doors open. I give a tremendous amount of credit to the staff for their 
commit it to the students. Typical public schools have only a academic budget to consider and 
don't have to worry about facility costs. This is unfair and unequal.  The Strive HI Strategic Plan 
2017-2020 emphasises equity. The strategic plan says “Every student, school, and community 
is unique with its own strengths, aspirations, assets, and challenges, but the Strategic Plan 
describes shared objectives for equity and excellence for every child across Hawaii’s nearly 300 
public schools, including our public charter schools and Hawaiian language medium schools.”  
 
 I urge you to support  HB2508 HD1 SD1 
    and care for all of Hawaii’s public school students equally. Thank you for your care and 
consideration.  
 
Sincerely, 
Maria Kottwitz 

mailto:kottwitznhawaii@yahoo.com
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Comments:  

As someone who has worked in charter schools both on the mainland and in Hawaiʻi I 
recognize that there is an incredible need for place and culture based education here in 
the islands that is different from the role they play elsewhere.  We have the opportunity 
to continue a line of knowledge that is unique, while being simultaneously faced with the 
risk of perpetuating a colonial infrastructure that does our students and ʻÄ•ina a 
disservice.  With these choices in mind the moral decision would seem 
apparent.  However, for a variety of reasons, our education system is frozen and unable 
to adapt to the changing needs of our students (and our changing understanding of 
those needs).  Alone in their capacity to build curricula, continue knowledge uniquely 
about Hawaiʻi, and support economically disenfranchised communities are charter 
schools.  Supporting charter schools in their facilities needs allows for schools to 
succeed and fail on their educational merit as opposed to their ability to find funding and 
location.  Parents in Hawaiʻi should be offered the choice of more traditional ʻike 
Hawaiʻi.  We should support the schools that make this possible so they can offer the 
broadest education possible.  Please vote in support of this bill. 

Mahalo nui loa for taking the time to read this testimony. 
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Comments:  

Aloha, 

Thank you very much for the opportunity to submit testimony in support of HB2508 
HD1 SD1. 

This bill needs to be passed for a multitude of reasons, but one word says it all: 
potential. 

Without funding for facilities, our students cannot and will not reach their true potential. 

The education equation is simple.  Public charter schools do not receive ANY funding 
they deserve for facility construction and maintenance.  So, the schools are forced to go 
without and to use funds from budgets for daily operating costs just to keep the lights 
on.  This is not acceptable.  All public school students deserve fair and equal 
education.  It is impossible for them to reach their potential if they are not even allowed 
the basic means to reach it. The ripple effects of this severe lack of support are 
disheartening. 

The health of our students is suffering.  Lack of funding means little or no opportunities 
for physical education, exercise, and sports.  Unhealthy students cannot learn to their 
full potential.  Unhealthy students become unhealthy adults.  

Please pass HB2508 HD1 SD1!  The future of our students depends on it.  Possibly the 
worst effect of the lack of funding is the limit it puts on our students' future 
potential.  Consider what it is like to consistently be denied the basic educational 
resources that your neighbor receives.  After years of this treatment, our students 
become complacent and no longer strive to reach their potential.  This is not just about 
education.  It's about health, family life, community life, careers, and more.  There are 
many many great minds in our charter schools.  Given the basics they deserve in their 
schools, the potential for greatness is unbelievable, inspirational, and 
exciting.  Realizing this potential is what Hawaii and the world needs so deeply. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Respectfully submitted 



J.D. Wacker 

Charter School Parent 
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Comments:  

Please approve this bill which will allow funds to be released for public charter school 
facility improvements.  As a teacher working in a school that does not have flush toilets 
or adequate indoor classroom space,  no less air conditioning, I believe it is critical to 
provide the basic facility improvements to ensure a safe and satisfactory learning 
environment for our keikis.  Many students do not have proper facilities at home and 
rely on school as a safe place where they can get clean, get food and cold drinking 
water, and get the attention and care they deserve. 

Mahalo for your support of funding measures for public charter school facility 
improvements. 

Regards, Jane Howard 
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Comments:  

I support this bill.  This bill addressess the issue of equity for public charter 
schools.  Every single child and young adult who attends a public school which includes 
charters, should expect basic functioning facilities that support their learning.  This bill 
provides equitable funding to address current school expenditures on facilities costs. 

Thank you for your consideration, 

Antoinette L. Freitas 
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Comments:  

I believe all children should have access to public facilities for public learning. My child 
attends WHEA charter school and they cannot even afford wi-fi for all students as we 
pay higher data bills to cover this lack of funding for charter schools. My child also 
beings her own lunch everyday as they don't have funding for a cafeteria nor funding to 
feed the kids... This is not fair and needs to be addressed. 
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